ﬁ‘ FARMLAND INFORMATION CENTER

GROWING LOCAL RESOURCE INDEX

The Growing Local Resource Index provides links to online resources about local and regional
food systems, including reports, local and state laws, and sample documents. In most cases these
resources are available on the Farmland Information Center (FIC) Web site
(www.farmlandinfo.org).
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The FARMLAND INFORMATION CENTER (FIC) is a clearinghouse for information about farmland protection and stewardship. The
FIC is a public/private partnership between the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service and American Farmland Trust.
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LITERATURE

Background Information and Primers

A Call for New Ruralism
Sibella Kraus, Frameworks, UC Berkeley College of Environmental Design

A Primer on Community Food Systems: Linking Food, Nutrition and Agriculture
Cornell University, Cooperative Extension

A Vision for Good Food: Linking Community-based Food Systems to Healthy lowans and
Healthy Communities
Angie Tagtow, Value Chain Partnerships, 2008

Coming in to the Foodshed
Jack Kloppenburg, Jr., John Hendrickson and G.W. Stevenson, Agriculture and Human Values,
1996

Community Food Systems: Strengthening Community Health and Economy
Virginia National Resources Leadership Institute, 2009

Consumer Perceptions of the Safety, Health and Environmental Impact of Various Scales and
Geographic Origin of Food Supply Chains
Rich Pirog and Andy Larson, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, 2007

Food Connections: Capital Area Community Food Profile
Martin Heller, The C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems

Food, Fuel and the Future: Consumer Perceptions of Local Food, Food Safety and Climate
Change in the Context of Rising Prices

Rich Pirog and Rebecca Rasmussen, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, lowa State
University, 2008

Food, Land, Population and the U.S. Economy
David Pimentel and Mario Giampietro, Carrying Capacity Network, 1994

Home Grown: The Case for Local Food in a Global Market
Thomas Prugh, Worldwatch Institute, 2002

How Great Cities Are Fed
Walter Page Hedden, Heath and Company, 1929

Identifying our Climate “Foodprint”: Assessing and Reducing the Global Warming Impacts of
Food and Agriculture in the U.S.

Jennifer Edwards, Jim Kleinschmit and Heather Schoonover, Institute for Agriculture and Trade
Policy, 2009
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Making Value Chains Work: Best Practices for Success — Workshop Proceedings
Value Chain Partnerships, 2008

The Case for Local and Regional Food Marketing
Molly Anderson, Farm and Food Policy Project, 2007

The Food System: A Potential Future
Michael Hamm, The C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems at Michigan State
University

Branding and Labeling

An Analysis of Food-Chain Demand for Differentiated Farm Commodities: Implications for the
Farm Sector
Kathleen Painter, USDA Rural Business and Cooperatives Program, 2007

Ecolabel Value Assessment: Consumer and Food Business Perceptions of Local Foods
Rich Pirog, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, lowa State University, 2004

Ecolabel Value Assessment Phase II: Consumer Perceptions of Local Foods
Rich Pirog, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, lowa State University, 2004

Direct Marketing

Direct Marketing
Katherine L. Adam, Radhika Balasubrahmanyam and Holly Born, ATTRA - National
Sustainable Agriculture Information Service, 1999

Selling Directly to Restaurants and Retailers
Gail Feenstra, Jeri Ohmart, David Chaney, University of California, 2003

The Economic Impacts of Fruit and Vegetable Production in Southwest Iowa Considering Local
and Nearby Metropolitan Markets
Dave Swenson, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture at lowa State University, 2010

Community Supported Agriculture

Community Supported Agriculture
Katherine L. Adam, ATTRA - National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service, 2006

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) in the Midwest United States: A Regional
Characterization

Erin Tegtmeier and Michael Duffy, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture at lowa State
University, 2005
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Farmers’ Markets

Establishing LLand Use Protections for Farmers’ Markets
Public Health Law and Policy, 2009

Farmers’ Markets
Janet Bachmann; Fayetteville, ATTRA - National Sustainable Agriculture Information
Service, 2002

Farmers’ Markets, Rules, Regulations and Opportunities
Neil Hamilton, The National Agricultural Law Center, 2006

National Farmers Market Summit Proceedings Report
Debra Tropp and Jim Barham, USDA Agricultural Marketing Service, 2008

Nutrition Incentives at Farmers’ Markets: Bringing Fresh, Healthy. Local Foods Within
Reach
Rachel Winch, FreshFarms Markets, 2008

Opening a Farmers Market on Federal Property: A Guide for Market Operators and Building
Managers

Karen Beach, Frank Giblin and Velma Lakins, U.S. General Services Administration and the
USDA Agricultural Marketing Service, 2009

The Economic Impacts of Increased Fruit and Vegetable Production and Consumption in
lowa: Phase 11
Dave Swenson, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, lowa State University, 2006

Farm to Institution

Bringing Local Food to Local Institutions: A Resource Guide for Farm-to-School and Farm-
to-Institution Programs

Barbara C. Bellows, Rex DuFour and Janet Bachmann, ATTRA - National Sustainable
Agriculture Information Service, 2003

Food, Family Farming Foundation
Ann Cooper, Beth Collins, Nicole deBeufort, Barbara Ann McMonigal, 2009

Innovative Marketing Opportunities for Small Farmers: Local Schools as Customers
Daniel P. Schofer, Glyen Holmes, Vonda Richardson, et al., USDA Agricultural Marketing
Service, 2000

Local Food Connections From Farms to Schools
Iowa State University, 2000
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Food Miles

Assessing Fuel Efficiency and CO2 Emissions of Two Local Food Distribution Options in [owa
Rich Pirog and Rebecca Rasmussen, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, lowa State
University, 2008

Checking the Food Odometer: Comparing Food Miles for Local Versus Conventional Produce
Sales to lowa Institutions

Rich Pirog and Andrew Benjamin, Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture, lowa State
University, 2003

Diet, Energy and Global Warming
Gidon Eshel and Pamela A. Martin, University of Chicago, 2005

Eating Up the Earth: How Sustainable Food Systems Shrink Our Ecological Footprint
Diana Deumling, Mathis Wackernagel, and Chad Monfreda, Redefining Progress, 2003

Food Access and Distribution Solutions: Five Strategies for Southern California
Vanessa Zajfen, The Center for Food Justice, Occidental College, 2008

Food, Fuel, and Freeways: An lowa Perspective on How Far Food Travels, Fuel Usage, and
Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Rich Pirog, Timothy Van Pelt, Kamyar Enshayan and Ellen Cook, Leopold Center for
Sustainable Agriculture, lowa State University, 2001

Food Miles: Background and Marketing
Holly Hill, ATTRA - National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service, 2008

Food Policy Councils

Food Policy Councils: Lessons Learned
Alethea Harper, Annie Shattuck, Eric Holt-Gimenez, Alison Alkon and Frances Lambrick

Foodshed and Food Gap Assessments

Finding Food in Farm Country
Ken Meter and Jon Rosales, Community Design Center, University of Minnesota Experiment in
Rural Cooperation, and Crossroads Resource Center, 2001

Fresh Food Distribution Models for the Greater Los Angeles Region: Barriers and Opportunities
to Facilitate and Scale Up the Distribution of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables
Vanessa Zajfen, The Center for Food Justice, Occidental College, 2008

Greater Philadelphia Food System Study
Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission, 2010
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http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37064
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http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37031
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http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37353
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Growing Local: Expanding the Western North Carolina Food and Farm Economy
Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture Project, Appalachian Sustainable Agriculture Project, 2007

Local Foods: Estimating Capacity
David Timmons, Qingbin Lang and Daniel Lass, Journal of Extension, 2008

Placer County Foodshed Report

Shawn King and Gail Feenstra, UC Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education Program,
2001

Testing A Complete-Diet Model for Estimating the Land Resource Requirements of Food
Consumption and Agricultural Carrying Capacity: The New York State Example

Christian J. Peters, Jennifer L. Wilkins and Gary W. Fick, Renewable Agriculture and Food
Systems, 2007

Think Globally, Eat Locally: San Francisco Foodshed Assessment
Ed Thompson, Jr., Alethea Marie Harper and Sibella Kraus, American Farmland Trust, 2008

Planning for Agriculture and Food Systems

A Planners Guide to Community and Regional Food Planning: Transforming Food
Environments, Facilitating Healthy Eating

Samina Raja, Branden Born, and Jessica Kozlowski Russell, American Planning Association,
2008

A Statewide Plan for Agricultural Policy and Resource Management
American Farmland Trust, 2006

Building Louisville’s Local Food Economy: Strategies for Increasing Kentucky Farm Income
through Expanded Food Sales in Louisville
Market Ventures Inc, 2008

Chicago: Eat Local, Live Healthy
Department of Planning and Development, 2006

Closer to Home: Healthier Food, Farms and Families in Oklahoma
Maura McDermott, Wylie Harris, Doug Walton and Mary Penick, The Kerr Center for
Sustainable Agriculture, 2006

Community Gardening in Philadelphia: 2008 Harvest Report
Domenic Vitiello and Michael Nairn, University of Pennsylvania, 2009

Counties and Local Food Systems: Ensuring Healthy Foods, Nurturing Healthy Children
Casey Dillon, National Association of Counties, 2007
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http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37187
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37833
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37833
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=30953
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37121
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37121
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37272
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37276
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38011
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=34931
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Farming in the Urban Shadow: Supporting Agriculture at the Rural-Urban Interface
Douglas Jackson-Smith and Jeff Sharp, Rural Sociological Society, 2008

Food and Agriculture Policy Councils: What to Consider When Developing a Council
Pamela Roy, Farm to Table, 2003

Food in the Public Interest: How New York City’s Food Policy Holds the Key to Hunger,
Health, Jobs and the Environment
Jeni Clapp, Office of Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer, 2009

FoodNYC: A Blueprint for a Sustainable Food System
Jeni Clapp, Office of Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer, 2010

Guide to Local Planning for Agriculture in New York
David Haight, Jerry Cosgrove and Kirsten Ferguson, American Farmland Trust, 2005

Is Your Town Planning a Future for Agriculture?
American Farmland Trust, 2005

Lessening the Distance Between Farm and Fork: Michigan Community Food Systems Initiative
Susan Cocciarelli, The C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems, 2006

Local Food, Farms and Jobs: Growing the Illinois Economy
The Illinois Local and Organic Food and Farm Task Force, 2009

Local Food Systems: Building Health and Wealth in Metro Denver
Ken Meter and Angie Tagtow, Metro Denver Health and Wellness Commission, 2008

Making Changes: Turning Local Visions into National Solutions
Kate Clancy, Elizabeth Higgins and Lydia Oberholtzer, Henry A. Wallace Center for
Agricultural & Environmental Policy, 2001

Planning for Agriculture: A Guide for Connecticut Municipalities
Ben Bowell, Glan-Carl Casa, Cris Coffin, American Farmland Trust and New Haven, CT, 2008

Planning for an Agricultural Future: A Guide for North Carolina Farmers and Local
Governments
American Farmland Trust, 2007

Policy Guide on Community and Regional Food Planning
American Planning Association, 2007

Putting a Face on Our Food: How State and Local Food Policies Can Promote the New

Agriculture
Neil D. Hamilton, Drake University Law School, 2002
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http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_literature/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=30856
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/37281/Lessening_Distance_Farm_to_Fork.pdf
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Regionalist Approaches to Farm and Food System Policy: A Focus on the Northeast
Allen Hance, Kathy Ruhf and Alan Hunt, Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group,
2006

Repairing the Local Food System: Long-range Planning for People’s Grocery
Alethea Marie Harper, University of California, Berkeley, 2007

Report of the Blue Ribbon Commission on Land Conservation
Commission on Land Conservation, 2009

The New Mainstream: A Sustainable Food Agenda for California for Review by the Roots of
Change Council and the Roots of Change Fund
Ellen Brady, Ecotrust, 2005

The Story County Local Food System: Issues and Opportunities
The Story County Zoning and Planning Department, 2008

Weaving the Food Web: Community Food Security in California
Jered Lawson, Community Food Security Coalition, 2002

Why Local Linkages Matter: Findings from the Local Food Economy Study
Viki Sonntag, Sustainable Seattle, 2008

Zoning Limitations and Opportunities for Farm Enterprise Diversification: Searching for New
Meaning in Old Definitions
Robert Andrew Branan, The National Agricultural Law Center, 2004

LAwWS AND ORDINANCES
Federal
General

Assistance For Community Food Projects - Grant Program

Food Stamp Act of 1977

Direct Marketing

Farmers’ Market Promotion Program

Farmer-to-Consumer Direct Marketing Act of 1976

Senior Farmers’ Market Nutrition Program
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Agricultural Enterprise Zones
Agricultural Enterprise Zones Statutes, Colorado

Agricultural Enterprise Zones Statutes, Michigan

Agricultural Enterprise Zones Statutes, Virginia

Branding and Labeling

Connecticut-Grown Advertising and Promotion Statutes

Farm Fresh Certification Statutes, Connecticut

Farmers’ Markets

Defining Farmers’ Markets, Maine

Farm to Institution
Agricultural Product Preference Statutes, Colorado

Farm to School Program Enabling Statute, Connecticut

Fresh Fruits and Vegetables Pilot Program Statutes, Colorado

Fresh Start Program Enabling Statutes, California

Local Farms-Healthy Kids and Communities Act, Washington
Resolution Urging Congress to Pass Farm to Cafeteria Act, Delaware

Food Policy Councils

Food Policy Council Bylaws, South Carolina

Food Policy Council Enabling Statute, Connecticut

Food Policy Council Executive Order, Ohio
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Direct Marketing

Accessory Use Ordinance (Retail Sales of Island Grown Crops, Value-Added Products and
Agricultural Tourism), Bainbridge Island, Washington

Agribusiness Use Ordinance, Davie County, North Carolina
Agritourism Ordinances, Guilford County, North Carolina

Agritourism Zoning Ordinances, Franklin County, North Carolina

Excerpts from Zoning Code., Kinderhook, New York

Local Food Purchasing Policy Resolution, Albany County, New York

Local Food Purchase Policy, Woodbury County, lowa

Ordinance Authorizing Farmers’ Markets in City Parks, San Francisco, California

Organics Conversion Policy, Woodbury County, lowa

Food Policy Councils

Joint Resolution Supporting Community Food and Agriculture Coalition,
Missoula/Missoula County, Montana

SAMPLE DOCUMENTS
Agriculture Enterprise Zones

Model Local Zoning Law for Roadside Stands and Farm Markets, New York

Country Codes

Country Code, Coconino County, Arizona

Country Code, Gallatin County, Montana

Country Code, Gunnison County, Colorado

Country Code, Larimer County, Colorado

Country Code, Okanagon County, Washington
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http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_laws/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=31683
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/30488/Town-of-Kinderhook-Zoning-Code.pdf
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37953
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_laws/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=35782
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_laws/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37865
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_laws/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=35783
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_laws/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37846
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_preservation_laws/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37846
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/30464/New-York-Direct-Marketing-Association-Model-Zoning-for-Roads.pdf
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/30316/Coconino_AZ_Code_of_the_West.PDF
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/30314/Gallatin_MT_Code_of_the_West.PDF
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/30315/Gunnison_Country_Code.pdf
http://www.co.larimer.co.us/planning/planning/code_of_the_west/index.htm
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/30317/Okanogan_County_code_of_the_west.PDF
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Direct Marketing

Farm Guide, Milford, Connecticut

Farm Map, Hatfield, Massachusetts

Farm Tour Brochure, Loudon County, Virginia

Model Municipal On Farm Direct Marketing Ordinance, Burlington County, New Jersey

Model Local Zoning Law for Roadside Stands and Farm Markets, New York

Farmers’ Markets

Farmers’ Market Brochure, Burlington County, New Jersey

Farmers’ Market Vendor Application, Burlington County, New Jersey

Model Comprehensive Plan Language to Protect and Expand Farmers’ Markets, Public Health
Law and Policy (non profit)

Model Zoning Language Establishing a Farmers’ Market as an Approved Use, Public Health
Law and Policy (non profit)

Planning for Agriculture and Food Systems

Living Near a Farm Brochure, Carver, Massachusetts

Organic Conversion Program Application, Woodbury County, lowa

Plan of Conservation and Development Excerpt - Statement of Agricultural Fundamental Values,
Granby, Connecticut

AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS AND TECHNICAL RESOURCES

Agriculture of the Middle

National

This national initiative seeks to renew what is being called the “agriculture-of-the-middle.” The
term refers to a disappearing sector of mid-scale farms/ranches and related agri-food enterprises
unable to successfully market bulk commodities or sell food directly to consumers.

ATTRA

National

ATTRA — National Sustainable Agriculture Information Service, formerly known as Appropriate
Technology Transfer for Rural Areas, is managed by the National Center for Appropriate
Technology (NCAT) and is funded under a grant from the USDA’s Rural Business-Cooperative
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http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37695
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37698
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38052
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38007
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/30464/New-York-Direct-Marketing-Association-Model-Zoning-for-Roads.pdf
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38050
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38049
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38136
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38136
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38138
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=38138
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_sample_documents/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37697
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/documents/35784/Woodbury_Organic_app.pdf
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37532
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_search/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37532
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_technical_resources/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37319
http://www.farmlandinfo.org/farmland_technical_resources/index.cfm?function=article_view&articleID=37132
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Service. It provides information and other technical assistance to farmers, ranchers, Extension
agents, educators, and others involved in sustainable agriculture in the United States.

Center for Integrated Agricultural Systems at the University of Wisconsin

Madison, Wisconsin

The Center for Integrated Agricultural Systems (CIAS) is a research center at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison’s College of Agricultural and Life Sciences. It is part of the Wisconsin
Institute for Sustainable Agriculture. The CIAS was created in 1989 to build the University of
Wisconsin’s sustainable agriculture research programs that respond to farmer and citizen needs
and to help set research agendas.

Chef’s Collaborative

Boston, Massachusetts (National)

Founded in 1993, Chef's Collaborative is the leading nonprofit culinary organization that
provides its members with tools for running economically healthy, sustainable food service
businesses. The collaborative works with chefs and the greater food community to celebrate local
foods and foster a more sustainable food supply.

Community Food Security Coalition

Portland, Oregon (National)

The Community Food Security Coalition (CFSC) is dedicated to building strong, sustainable,
local and regional food systems that ensure access to affordable, nutritious and culturally
appropriate food for all people at all times. CFSC seeks to develop self-reliance among all
communities in obtaining their food and to create a system of growing, manufacturing,
processing, making available and selling food that is regionally based and grounded in the
principles of justice, democracy, and sustainability. The CFSC has over 200 member
organizations.

Community Involved In Sustaining Agriculture

South Deerfield, Massachusetts

Community Involved In Sustaining Agriculture (CISA) links farmers and communities to
strengthen agriculture and enhance the economy, rural character, environmental quality, and
social well-being of western Massachusetts.

Cornell University

Ithaca, New York

The Agriculture, Food and Community Partnership integrates and coordinates Cornell
University’s College of Agriculture and Life Sciences’ teaching, research and Extension
activities in the areas of small farms, community food systems, community agriculture
development and agroforestry.
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Crossroads Resource Center

Minneapolis, Minnesota

The Crossroads Resource Center (CRC) compiles and distributes data at the neighborhood level
useful for community-based and asset-based initiatives. The CRC also works with other data
providers to ensure that accurate data are freely available to community groups.

Ecotrust

Portland, Oregon

Ecotrust works to create a vibrant regional food system where sustainability is the underlying
value of the mainstream food system—the norm rather than the exception.

Farmers Market Coalition

Martinsburg, West Virginia (National)

The mission of the Farmers Market Coalition is “to strengthen farmers markets for the benefit of
farmers, consumers, and communities.”

Food First

Oakland, California

The Institute for Food and Development Policy, also known as Food First, is a “people’s” think
tank. Its mission is to end the injustices that cause hunger, poverty and environmental
degradation throughout the world. Food First carries out research, analysis, advocacy and
education for informed citizen engagement with the institutions and policies that control
production, distribution and access to food.

Food Roots

Tillamook, Oregon

Food Roots exists to educate, empower and engage the people and communities of the North
Oregon Coast to grow a vibrant regional food system that is good for the people, the economy
and the land.

Food Routes

Arnot, Pennsylvania (National)

Food Routes is a national nonprofit dedicated to reintroducing Americans to their food—the
seeds it grows from, the farmers who produce it, and the routes that carry it from the fields to our
tables.

Food Security [ earning Center

New York, New York (National)

First launched in 2002, the Food Security Learning Center is run by World Hunger Year, with
collaboration from the Community Food Security Coalition and support from the Community
Food Projects Competitive Grants Program of the Cooperative State Research, Education and
Extension Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

The goal of the Learning Center is to provide tools to build a truly food secure world that is
sustainable and healthy for all people, communities, and the environment.
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Know Your Farmer, Know Your Food Initiative

National

This is a USDA-wide effort to create new economic opportunities by better connecting
consumers with local producers. It is also the start of a national conversation about the
importance of understanding where your food comes from and how it gets to your plate.
Today, there is too much distance between the average American and their farmer and we are
marshalling resources from across USDA to help create the link between local production and
local consumption.

Leopold Center for Sustainable Agriculture

Ames, lowa (National)

The Leopold Center is a research and education center with statewide programs to develop
sustainable agricultural practices that are both profitable and conserve natural resources. Each of
the three new research initiatives—marketing and food systems, ecology, and policy—is
responsible for its own projects and educational events.

LocalHarvest

National

LocalHarvest is a nonprofit organization founded in 1998 that maintains an online database of
small farms, farmers’ markets and other local food sources nationwide.

Michael Fields Agricultural Institute

East Troy, Wisconsin

Since 1984, the Michael Fields Agricultural Institute has been devoted to developing an
agriculture that can sustain the land and its resources. As a public, nonprofit learning center, the
institute seeks to revitalize farming with research, education, technical assistance and public
policy.

National Agricultural Law Center

Fayetteville, Arkansas (National)

The National Agricultural Law Center is the only agricultural and food law research and
information facility that is independent, national in scope and directly connected to the national
agricultural information network. Since 1987, the National Agricultural Law Center has been
funded with federal appropriations through the National Agricultural Library, an entity within
the USDA Agricultural Research Service of the USDA.

National Center for Appropriate Technology

National

Since 1976 the National Center for Appropriate Technology (NCAT) has been serving
economically disadvantaged people by providing information and access to appropriate
technologies that can help improve their lives.
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National Conference of State Legislatures

Washington, D.C. (National)

The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL) provides research, technical assistance
and opportunities for policymakers to exchange ideas on the most pressing state issues. The
NCSL is an effective and respected advocate for the interests of state governments before
Congress and federal agencies.

National Farm to School Network

Washington, D.C. (National)

The overarching objective of the National Farm to School Network is to create a viable and
sustainable structure to promote, institutionalize and catalyze farm to school programs as viable
models for improving the economic viability of family-scale farmers and child nutrition.

National Good Food Network

Arlington, Virginia (National)

The Wallace Center’s National Good Food Network enables the development of regional “value
chains”—new systems of market relationships that include refined processing and distribution
infrastructure—to move more good food from farm to table at the regional level and enables
regions to improve good food access in all communities throughout the nation.

Northeast Sustainable Agriculture Working Group (NESAWG)

Belchertown, Massachusetts (Regional)

NESAWG’s mission is to strengthen the work of its members by providing active support and
assistance in achieving shared food system goals. The NESAWG region includes Connecticut,
Delaware, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont and West Virginia. It is one of five regional sustainable
agriculture working groups in the U.S.

Public Health Law and Policy

Oakland, California (National)

Public Health Law & Policy (PHLP) partners with advocates and decision-makers to help create
healthier communities. It provides in-depth research and analysis on legal and policy questions
and translates complex information into practical tools such as fact sheets, toolkits and model
policies.

Regional Farm and Food Project

Albany, New York

The Regional Farm and Food Project (RFFP) builds supply and demand for local foods in the
Hudson-Mohawk Valley foodshed. As grassroots organizers, the RFFP produces educational
programs and advocates for small farms and community food systems. It is an all volunteer
organization with no paid staff.
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REAP (Research, Education, Action and Policy on Food Group)

Madison, Wisconsin

REAP’s mission is to build a regional food system that is healthful, just and both
environmentally and economically sustainable. REAP connects producers, consumers,
policymakers, educators, businesses and organizations to nourish the links between land and
table.

Roots of Change

San Francisco, California

Roots of Change (ROC) is a collaboration of community, nonprofit, philanthropic, government
and business organizations. ROC provides resources to a diverse alliance of leaders and their

institutions that are unified by strategy and collaborate in pursuit of a sustainable food system in
California by 2030.

School Food FOCUS

FOCUS is a national initiative that helps large school districts with 40,000 or more students
serve more healthful, more sustainably produced and regionally sourced food so that children
may perform better in school and be healthier in life. Funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation
and launched in late 2008, FOCUS works with food service and other stakeholder groups to
collect, analyze and use food system data and peer-tested research to spur change in procurement
methods. FOCUS supports a network of people who are engaging over 20 large school districts
in systems change and also facilitates the sharing of best practices and lessons learned.

Slow Food USA

Brooklyn, New York (National)

Slow Food USA is a nonprofit educational organization that envisions a future food system
based on the principles of high quality and taste, environmental sustainability and social
justice—in essence, a food system that is good, clean and fair.

State and Local Food Policy Project

Des Moines, lowa (National)

Drake University Agricultural Law Center in collaboration with non-profit organizations and
state and local governments throughout the U.S. has developed an extensive initiative on food
and agriculture policy. Through a partnership with the USDA Risk Management Agency and the
National Agricultural Law Center, the State and Local Food Policy Project provides resources
and support for the development of food policy councils.

Sustain

Oak Park, Illinois

Sustain transforms complex issues into compelling projects and campaigns so that the public,
media, business and policymakers take action to create a healthy, sustainable society. Through
public and private partnerships Sustain encourages sustainable economic development that
creates jobs and revitalizes communities in an environmentally sound manner.
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Sustainable Agriculture Education

The mission of Sustainable Agriculture Education (SAGE) is to develop urban edge agriculture
and engage diverse regional populations with the sustainable agriculture movement. SAGE
develops projects for public agencies, developers, planners and community groups, and helps
inspire informed action through entrepreneurial, collaborative approaches.

Sustainable Agriculture Research Education

National

Since 1988, the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) program has helped
advance farming systems that are profitable, environmentally sound and good for communities
through a nationwide research and education grants program.

The C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems at Michigan State University

East Lansing, Michigan

The C.S. Mott Group for Sustainable Food Systems began in January 2003 as a vehicle to
promote community engagement and scholarly activity focused on community-based food
systems.

The Center for an Agricultural Economy

Hardwick, Vermont

The mission of the Center for an Agricultural Economy (the Center) is to engage agricultural
leaders in the emerging 21st century food system to build capacity and inspire the public in
supporting and implementing this system.

The Food Trust

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The Food Trust’s mission is to ensure that everyone has access to affordable, nutritious food.
Founded in 1992, The Food Trust works to improve the health of children and adults, promote
good nutrition, increase access to nutritious foods and advocate for better public policy.

The Kerr Center for Sustainable Agriculture
Poteau, Oklahoma
The mission of the Kerr Center is to assist in developing sustainable food and farming systems.

The Milwaukee Urban Agriculture Network

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

The Milwaukee Urban Agriculture Network (MUAN) is a collaborative effort of Milwaukee-
area individuals and organizations focused on advancing awareness of, and activities and policies
that will promote, the many ways that local production of food benefits a community.

Urban & Environmental Policy Institute (UEPI) at Occidental College

Los Angeles, California

UEPI’s mission—to help create a more just, livable, and democratic region—provides the
backdrop for a wide range of activities and relationships. UEPI functions both as an academic
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center with strong community ties and a community-based organization with a strong research
and policy development capacity.

Value Chains Partnerships

Ames, lowa

The goal of this program is to foster the growth of value chains that reward small and midsize
farmers who follow production practices using the highest standards of environmental and
community stewardship.

Wallace Center, Winrock International

Arlington, Virginia (National)

The Wallace Center is a nonprofit organization that works with people in the United States and
around the world to empower the disadvantaged, increase economic opportunity, and sustain
natural resources.

White Dog Community Enterprises

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

The mission at White Dog Community Enterprises is to cultivate a Philadelphia regional
economy that is inclusive, just, environmentally healthy and based on local business ownership.
White Dog Community Enterprises helps create, strengthen and connect locally owned
businesses and farms that provide essential human needs to the region; support minority
entrepreneurs in this new economy; and educate the public about the benefits and responsibilities
of building a local living economy.
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